Wednesday Readings
Drama

ESV (Unless noted)

2 Kings 18:1-2 (to Jerusalem), 3-7, 9-10, 13, 19-20, 22-23 (to Assyria), 28-
33

In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah the son of
Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. He was twenty-five years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. And he did
what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that David his father
had done. He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel... He did not depart
from following him, but kept the commandments that the LORD commanded
Moses. And the LORD was with him; wherever he went out, he prospered.
He rebelled against the king of Assyria and would not serve him.

In the fourth year of King Hezekiah...Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up
against Samaria and besieged it, and at the end of three years he took it.

In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came
up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them.

And the Rabshakeh said to them, “Say to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the great
king, the king of Assyria: On what do you rest this trust of yours? Do you
think that mere words are strategy and power for war? In whom do you now
trust, that you have rebelled against me?

But if you say to me, “We trust in the LORD our God,” is it not he whose
high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and to
Jerusalem, ““You shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem”? Come now,
make a wager with my master the king of Assyria...

Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in the language of
Judah: “Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria! Thus says the
king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you
out of my hand. Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD by saying,
The LorD will surely deliver us, and this city will not be given into the hand
of the king of Assyria.” Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of
Assyria: ‘Make your peace with me and come out to me. ... do not listen to
Hezekiah when he misleads you by saying, “The LORD will deliver us.” Has



any of the gods of the nations ever delivered his land out of the hand of the
king of Assyria?

2 Kings 19:15-19, 32-34

And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: “O LORD, the God of Israel,
enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the
kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven and earth. Incline your ear, O
LoRrD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the words of
Sennacherib, which he has sent to mock the living God. Truly, O LORD, the
kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands and have cast
their gods into the fire, for they were not gods, but the work of men's hands,
wood and stone. Therefore they were destroyed. So now, O LORD our God,
save us, please, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know
that you, O LORD, are God alone.”

Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not
come into this city or shoot an arrow there, or come before it with a shield or
cast up a siege mound against it. By the way that he came, by the same he
shall return, and he shall not come into this city, declares the LORD. For I
will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for the sake of my
servant David.”

Psalm 2:1-3

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth
set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and
against his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away
their cords from us.”

1 Kings 19:1-2, 8-12 2" he (MSG)

Ahab reported to Jezebel everything that Elijah had done, including the
massacre of the prophets. Jezebel immediately sent a messenger to Elijah
with her threat: “The gods will get you for this and I’ll get even with you!
By this time tomorrow you’ll be as dead as any one of those prophets.”

...he walked forty days and nights, all the way to the mountain of God, to
Horeb. When he got there, he crawled into a cave and went to sleep. Then
the word of GOD came to him: “So Elijah, what are you doing here?”

“I’ve been working my heart out for the GoD-of-the-Angel-Armies,” said
Elijah. “The people of Israel have abandoned your covenant, destroyed the



places of worship, and murdered your prophets. I’'m the only one left, and
now they’re trying to kill me.”

Then he was told, “Go, stand on the mountain at attention before Gop. GOD
will pass by.” A hurricane wind ripped through the mountains and shattered
the rocks before Gob, but GOD wasn’t to be found in the wind; after the
wind an earthquake, but GOD wasn’t in the earthquake; and after the
earthquake fire, but GOD wasn’t in the fire; and after the fire a gentle and
quiet whisper.

John 9:1-3

Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples
asked, “Rabbi, who sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born
blind?”

Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. Look instead for what God
can do.

Luke 4:16-24, 28-30

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to
read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me... He has sent me to proclaim liberty to
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who
are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. “Doubtless you will
quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard
you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” And he said,
“Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.

When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath.
And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him
down the cliff. But passing through their midst, he went away.



Psalm 46: 8-10 (MSG)

Attention, all! See the marvels of GOD! He plants flowers and trees all over
the earth, bans war from pole to pole, breaks all the weapons across his knee.
Step out of the traffic! Take a long, loving look at me, your High God, above
politics, above everything.

John 14:27 Let
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.

James 1:13 2™ God
God is impervious to evil, and puts evil in no one’s way.

Psalm 46:10 (to God)
Be still, and know that I am God.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
(Unless noted)

563:1-7 (to ?)

Human sense may well marvel at discord, while, to a diviner sense, harmony
is the real and discord the unreal. We may well be astonished at sin,
sickness, and death. We may well be perplexed at human fear; and still more
astounded at hatred, which lifts its hydra head, showing its horns in the
many inventions of evil. But why should we stand aghast at nothingness?

52:19-21
The “man of sorrows” best understood the nothingness of material life and
intelligence and the mighty actuality of all-inclusive God, good.

167:7
Our proportionate admission of the claims of good or of evil determines the
harmony of our existence, — our health, our longevity, and our Christianity.

327:9-12, 15

Evil is sometimes a man’s highest conception of right, until his grasp on
good grows stronger. Then he loses pleasure in wickedness, and it becomes
his torment. It is a moral madness which rushes forth to clamor with
midnight and tempest.



192:11

Erring power is a material belief, a blind miscalled force, the offspring of
will and not of wisdom, of the mortal mind and not of the immortal. It 1s the
headlong cataract, the devouring flame, the tempest’s breath. It is lightning
and hurricane, all that is selfish, wicked, dishonest, and impure.

293:21-23

There is no vapid fury of mortal mind — expressed in earthquake, wind,
wave, lightning, fire, bestial ferocity — and this so-called mind is self-
destroyed.

283:8-11 (to 1*))

Matter and its effects — sin, sickness, and death — are states of mortal mind
which act, react, and then come to a stop. They are not facts of Mind. They
are not ideas, but illusions.

129:28
The very name, illusion, points to nothingness.

276:26, 25-26 (to 2™ )

Discord is the nothingness named error. Harmony is the somethingness
named Truth. Material beliefs and spiritual understanding never mingle.
The latter destroys the former.

272:19-25

It is the spiritualization of thought and Christianization of daily life, in
contrast with the results of the ghastly farce of material existence; it is
chastity and purity, in contrast with the downward tendencies and earthward
gravitation of sensualism and impurity, which really attest the divine origin
and operation of Christian Science.

viii:4

To develop the full might of this Science, the discords of corporeal sense
must yield to the harmony of spiritual sense, even as the science of music
corrects false tones and gives sweet concord to sound.

207:9-13

We must learn that evil is the awful deception and unreality of existence.
Evil is not supreme; good is not helpless; nor are the so-called laws of matter
primary, and the law of Spirit secondary.



Mis. 65:28

The only evidence of the existence of a mortal man, or of a material state
and universe, is gathered from the five personal senses. This delusive
evidence, Science has dethroned by repeated proofs of its falsity.

Mis. 66:14
We must not consider the false side of existence in order to gain the true
solution of Life and its great realities.

536:1-8

In the Apocalypse it is written: “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no
more sea.” In St. John’s vision, heaven and earth stand for spiritual ideas,
and the sea, as a symbol of tempest-tossed human concepts advancing and
receding, is represented as having passed away.

521:12

The harmony and immortality of man are intact. We should look away from
the opposite supposition that man is created materially, and turn our gaze to
the spiritual record of creation, to that which should be engraved on the
understanding and heart “with the point of a diamond” and the pen of an
angel.

Mis. 469:31

To one who can accept the truth that all causation is in Mind, and who
therefore begins to look away from matter and into Mind, or Spirit, for all
that 1s real and eternal, and for all that produces anything that is lasting, the
doubts and petty annoyances of life become dissolved in the light of a better
understanding, which has been refined in the crucible of charity and love;
and they fade away into the nothingness from whence they came, never

having had any existence in fact, being only the inventions of erring human
belief.

306:25

Undisturbed amid the jarring testimony of the material senses, Science, still
enthroned, is unfolding to mortals the immutable, harmonious, divine
Principle, — is unfolding Life and the universe, ever present and eternal.



151:26-28
All that really exists is the divine Mind and its idea, and in this Mind the
entire being is found harmonious and eternal.



